
FORERUNNERS
OF THE

Lesson 10



After Darkness,
Light



A Brief Review



DOCTRINAL PILLARS
1. The Word of God (in Scripture): The true church views 

Scripture alone as its final authority. 

2. The work of God (in salvation): The true church 
understands that sinners are justified solely by God’s 
grace through faith on account of Christ.

3. The worship of God (in spirit and truth): The true 
church worships the Triune God in purity of devotion 
and purity of doctrine. 
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During the Middle Ages, these pillars began to erode as a 
result of religious tradition and church corruption.
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During the Middle Ages, these pillars began to erode as a 
result of religious tradition and church corruption.
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THE PRE-REFORMERS

Peter Waldo
c. 1140–c. 1210

Lollard Movement

John Wycliffe
c. 1324–1384 

Waldensian Movement

Jan Hus
c. 1369–1415  

Hussite Movement



Introducing the 
Reformation



• From a human perspective, several factors set the 
stage for the 16th-century Reformation.

• The invention of the Printing Press
• The decline of the Papacy 
• The rise of Humanism

INTRODUCING THE REFORMATION



• But from the Reformers’ perspective, there was 
one primary catalyst behind their movement:

• The power of the Word of God

• As the Bible was studied in its original language, 
and preached in the language of the people, 
Spirit-empowered revival became inevitable.

INTRODUCING THE REFORMATION



Martin Luther: “All I have done is put forth, 
preach and write the Word of God, and apart from 
this I have done nothing. . . . It is the Word that 
has done great things. . . . I have done nothing; the 
Word has done and achieved everything.” 

INTRODUCING THE REFORMATION



Martin Luther: “By the Word the earth has been 
subdued; by the Word the Church has been saved; 
and by the Word also it shall be reestablished.” 

INTRODUCING THE REFORMATION



Martin Luther: “The pope, Luther, Augustine, [or 
even] an angel from heaven—these should not be 
masters, judges or arbiters, but only witnesses, 
disciples, and confessors of Scripture. Nor should any 
doctrine be taught or heard in the church except the 
pure Word of God. Otherwise, let the teachers and 
the hearers be accursed along with their doctrine.” 

INTRODUCING THE REFORMATION



• The Reformers insisted that Christ alone is the 
Head of the Church.

• Given the supremacy of Christ, His Word alone 
should be the final authority for the church.

• Geneva Confession of 1536: “We affirm that we 
desire to follow Scripture alone as the rule of faith 
and religion.” 

INTRODUCING THE REFORMATION



Martin
Luther



• 1505 – Entry into the monastery in Erfurt

• Spent the next decade trying to appease God’s 
wrath through his own self-righteous efforts

• Came to understand the gospel through his study 
of Scripture

MARTIN LUTHER (1483–1546)



“At last meditating day and night, by the mercy of 
God, I gave heed to the context of the words, ‘In it the 
righteousness of God is revealed, as it is written, “He 
who through faith is righteous shall live.”’ Then I 
began to understand that the righteousness of God is 
that through which the righteous live by a gift of God, 
namely by faith….     

MARTIN LUTHER (1483–1546)



(continued) Here I felt as if I were entirely born 
again and had entered paradise itself through the 
gates that had been flung open. An entirely new side 
of the Scriptures opened itself to me . . . and I 
extolled my sweetest word with a love as great as the 
loathing with which before I had hated the term “the 
righteousness of God.”

MARTIN LUTHER (1483–1546)



• 1517 – The 95 Theses (in Wittenberg)

• 1520/21 – Excommunicated by Pope Leo X

• 1521 – The Diet of Worms 

MARTIN LUTHER (1483–1546)



“Since your Majesty and your Worships desire a 
simple reply, I will answer. Unless I am convinced by 
Scripture and plain reason, I do not accept the 
authority of popes and councils for they have 
contradicted each other. My conscience is captive to 
the Word of God. I cannot and I will not recant 
anything, for to go against conscience is neither right 
nor safe. God help me. Amen.”

MARTIN LUTHER (1483–1546)



• 1521–22 – Wartburg Castle

• 1522 – The German New Testament

• 1527 – A Mighty Fortress

MARTIN LUTHER (1483–1546)



The Heart of
the Gospel



• Luther and his fellow Reformers focused on the 
doctrine of justification by faith alone.

• “Justification” refers to sinners being declared 
righteous by God, because they have been clothed 
in the imputed righteousness of Christ.

THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL



Martin Luther: “So making a happy change with us, 
He [Christ] took upon Him our sinful person and 
gave unto us His innocent and victorious person; 
wherewith we being now clothed, are freed from the 
curse of the law. . . . By faith alone therefore we are 
made righteousness, for faith lays hold of this 
innocence and victory of Christ.” 

THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL



John Calvin: “Justified by faith is he who, excluded 
from the righteousness of works, grasps the 
righteousness of Christ through faith, and clothed in 
it, appears in God’s sight not as a sinner but as a 
righteous man.”

THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL



• The fact that sinners are justified by faith in 
Christ, and not on account of their own good 
works, is clearly taught in Scripture.

• The Reformers looked to God’s Word to define the 
biblical gospel. They then preached that gospel 
with conviction and courage.

THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL



• Luke 18:10–14; 23:43
• John 3:16, 36; 11:25–27
• Acts 13:38–39; 15:9–11
• Acts 16:30–31
• Romans 3:28; 4:3; 5:1–3; 11:6
• 2 Corinthians 5:21

THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL

• Galatians 1:6–9; 2:21
• Colossians 2:13–14 
• Ephesians 2:4–10
• Philippians 3:7–11
• 1 Timothy 1:15–17
• Titus 3:4–7 



• Sola Scriptura – Scripture teaches we are saved …
• Sola gratia – by grace alone
• Sola fide – through faith alone
• Solus Christus – on account of Christ alone
• Soli Deo gloria – so the glory goes to God alone

THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL



Image by Daniel Csörföly (from 
Budapest, Hungary), CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org

/w/index.php?curid=3111920
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John
Calvin



• The leading figure of the second generation of 
the Reformation. 

• 1535/36 – First edition of The Institutes

• 1536–38 – Begins ministry in Geneva

JOHN CALVIN (1509–1564)



• 1538–41 – Time in Strasburg 

• 1541 – Return to Geneva

• 1555 – Welcomes English refugees

• 1559 – Final edition of The Institutes

JOHN CALVIN (1509–1564)



“For until men recognize that they owe everything to 
God, that they are nourished by His fatherly care, 
that He is the Author of their every good, that they 
should seek nothing beyond Him – they will never 
yield Him willing service. Nay, unless they establish 
their complete happiness in Him, they will never give 
themselves truly and sincerely to Him.” 

JOHN CALVIN (1509–1564)



Remembering 
the Reformers



• Philip Melanchthon (1497–1560)

• Ulrich Zwingli (1484–1531) 

• William Tyndale (1494–1536) 

• Thomas Cranmer (1489–1556)

• John Knox (c. 1513–1572)  

REMEMBERING THE REFORMERS



• Their convictions were grounded in a careful 
study of the Word of God.

• Their calling was to preach and teach that truth.

• Their courage came from holding fast to their 
convictions and obeying their God-given call.

REMEMBERING THE REFORMERS
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