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Anselm, Bernard 
& the Gospel



• Anselm served as the Archbishop of Canterbury 
from 1093–1109. He is known for articulating the 
Satisfaction Theory of the Atonement.

• He taught that snners are saved, not on the basis 
of their deeds, but because of God’s mercy given 
through Christ.

ANSELM (1033–1109)



“What, indeed, can be conceived of more 
merciful than that God the Father should say to a 
sinner condemned to eternal torments and 
lacking any means of redeeming himself, “Take 
my only-begotten Son and give Him on your 
behalf,” and that the Son Himself should say, 
“Take Me and redeem yourself.” 

ANSELM (1033–1109)



• Anselm also explained that the immeasurable 
imperfections of the believer are covered by the 
infinite perfections of Christ. We are clothed in 
His righteousness.

ANSELM (1033–1109)



“[When you stand before God], if He says that you 
are a sinner; say, ‘Lord, I interpose the death of 
our Lord Jesus Christ between my sins and You.’ If 
He says that you have deserved condemnation; 
say, ‘Lord, I set the death of our Lord Jesus Christ 
between my evil deserts and You;    

ANSELM (1033–1109)



“and His merits I offer for those which I ought to 
have, but have not.’ If He says that He is angry 
with you; say, ‘Lord I set the death of our Lord 
Jesus Christ between Your wrath and me.’ And 
when you have completed this, say again, ‘Lord, I 
set the death of our Lord Jesus Christ between 
You and me.’”

ANSELM (1033–1109)



• Bernard of Clairvaux established a monastery in 
Clairvaux in the year 1115. 

• He is credited with the hymns O Sacred Head Now 
Wounded and Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee.

• He vividly described the unworthiness of sinners.

BERNARD (1090–1153)



“What can all our righteousness be before God? Shall it 
not, according to the prophet, be viewed as a filthy rag: 
and, if it be strictly judged, shall not all our righteousness 
turn out to be mere unrighteousness and deficiency? 
What, then, shall it be concerning sins, when not even our 
righteousness itself can answer for itself? Wherefore, 
vehemently exclaiming with the prophet, ‘Enter not into 
judgment with your servant, O Lord,’ let us with all 
humility, flee to mercy; which alone can save our souls.”

BERNARD (1090–1153)



• Bernard also taught that sinners are justified on 
the basis of the imputed righteousness of Christ.

• Martin Luther and John Calvin would pick up on 
this same theme five hundred years later.

BERNARD (1090–1153)



“As for Your justice, so great is the fragrance it diffuses that 
You are called not only just but even justice itself, the 
justice that makes men righteous. Your power to make men 
righteous is measured by Your generosity in forgiving. 
Therefore let the man, who through sorrow for sin hungers 
and thirsts for righteousness, trust in the One who changes 
the sinner into a righteous man, and judged righteous in 
terms of faith alone, he will have peace with God.”

BERNARD (1090–1153)



• In the centuries after Bernard, we see the rise of 
“pre-Reformers” like Peter Waldo (c. 1140–1205), 
John Wycliffe (c. 1320–1384), and Jan Huss (c. 1369 
–1415). They paved the way for the Reformation.

• We will focus on these individuals in our next 
lesson. 

BERNARD (1090–1153)
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